Paper Option #2 - Film Character Analysis
Psychology 461: Personality (Naumann)
Overview

In addition to entertaining us, movies offer detailed portrayals of individual differences in human behavior. Your task in this assignment is to analyze – from the perspective of a personality psychologist – the behaviors and personalities of the characters depicted in one of the films listed below. You are not being asked to critique the film in terms of its value as a work of art or as entertainment. Rather, you should think carefully about the personalities, behaviors, and attitudes of the characters portrayed in the film.  

Your task, then, is to apply the personality theories that you’ve learned about in this course to understand and interpret an individual’s personality and behavior. This assignment is comprehensive; I encourage you to bring any/all concepts encountered in this course (from the book, lecture, or web exercises) that help explain the character’s personality, beliefs, or behavior. 

Assignment

1. Select one of the films below to watch (both available from video stores and Netflix).

The Breakfast Club (1985; Dir. John Hughes)

In John Hughes' seminal 1980s Brat Pack film, the jock (Emilio Estevez), the brain (Anthony Michael Hall), the delinquent (Judd Nelson), the princess (Molly Ringwald), and the kook (Ally Sheedy) break through the strict social barriers of high school during an afternoon of detention. The disparate group clashes at first, but they begin to bond as they reveal their feelings and find a common enemy in their insecure principle (Paul Gleason).

Major Characters: Andrew (the “athlete”), Claire (the “princess”), John Bender (the “criminal”), Allison (the “basket case”), Brian (the “brain”)
The Royal Tenenbaums (2001; Dir. Wes Anderson)

Wes Anderson's New York fairy tale about a dysfunctional family features martini-dry comedy and a superb ensemble cast. The early promise of Tenenbaum child prodigies Chas (Ben Stiller), Margo (Gwyneth Paltrow), and Richie (Luke Wilson) was short-circuited by the flaws of patriarch Royal (Gene Hackman). Despite Etheline's (Anjelica Huston) maternal influence, the Tenenbaums -- now grown -- display mere vestiges of their former potential.

Major Characters: Royal Tenenbaum (dad), Etheline Tenenbaum (mom), Chas, Margot, or Richie (Tenenbaum Children), Eli Cash (family friend/Richie’s best friend), Raleigh St. Clair (Margot’s husband)
2. View the film you choose at least once (two viewings may offer an advantage). You may watch the movie with another person in the class, but your paper must absolutely be your own individual product (e.g., you should avoid selecting the same 3 personality constructs to describe your character). 

3. Watch the film with an eye towards the characters’ personalities, behaviors, feelings, and interactions with others. 

a. How do they behave? Why do they behave the way they do? 

b. How do they interpret situations? Does this differ from how the other characters respond?

c. What it is it about their past relationships that may influence their behavior and personality now?

4. Select a MAJOR character whose personality you would like to more intimately describe and interpret using 3 different personality theories/constructs. Here are few examples of overarching theories and the specific constructs that may describe your character (feel free to draw upon any theories we’ve learned about in class/book/web exercises):
Overarching Theory
Examples of specific concept/construct




Freud’s psychosexual stages
Oral, anal, phallic, latent, genital

Psychodynamic defense mechanisms
denial, sublimation, reaction formation, etc

Erikson’s psychosocial stages
trust vs. mistrust, identity vs. role confusion, integrity vs. despair, etc

Baumrind’s Parenting Styles
authoritarian, authoritative, permissive

Bowlby/Bartholomew’s Attachment styles
secure, anxious-ambivalent, avoidant; secure, preoccupied, fearful, dismissing
Big Five theory
Extraversion, Agreeableness, Conscientiousness, etc.
5. Identify one example for each personality theory/construct that illustrates how the character’s personality, beliefs, or behavior manifests that construct. The example that you choose can be a large part of the film (e.g., if this was an abnormal psychology course and one of the films was A Beautiful Mind, then schizophrenia would likely be one of your concepts) or can be as small as one line of dialogue that exemplifies the personality theory or construct. In either case, the concept and the parts of the movie must be described in sufficient detail so that I know what you are talking about. 
Paper Organization and Grade Breakdown
Paragraph #1 – Introduction/Thesis statement (10 points)
· Brief summary of movie and description of your character’s role in the movie

· Thesis statement about the three theories/constructs you will use to explain your character’s personality/behavior/beliefs

Paragraph #2 – Theory/Construct #1 (25 points total)
· Example from movie of how your character manifests personality construct (5 points)
· Briefly describe the relevant scene or example that illustrates your character’s personality, beliefs, or behavior (You may assume that your reader has seen the film).

· Overarching theory (e.g., Attachment style) and specific concept/construct (e.g., anxious-ambivalent attachment style) (10 points)
· Describe in detail the overarching personality theory and specific concept/construct that you believe is a relevant characterization of the example you’ve just described.

· The idea is to show me that you have a good understanding of the theory/concept and specific principles by describing the theory/process in your own words. An occasional quote from your text or another source is fine, but for the most part, you should be conveying your knowledge without the aid of others’ words. You don’t need to do library research for this – using your text or your lecture notes as resources is fine – but remember the rules about avoiding plagiarism!

· Your analysis/interpretation of behavior within the personality theory (10 points)
· Elaborate on how the selected scene illustrates the principle you have identified. 
· Where possible, make reference to how your scene maps onto specific research findings (for example, describe how the scene is similar to or different from relevant experiments you've read or heard about). It's very important that you do more than simply say something like “this scene illustrates reaction formation." You must be specific on precisely how and in what form the scene illustrates this process. It’s also ok to write about how a scene might fail to follow predictions derived from the personality principle or theory.
Paragraph #3 – Theory/Construct #2 (25 points total)
Paragraph #4 – Theory/Construct #3 (25 points total)
Paragraph #5 – Brief Conclusion (5 points)
· Conclusion paragraph ties the paper together effectively by reviewing the three theories that you used to explain your character’s personality 

Formatting instructions (10 points): 12 pt font; double-spaced; 1-inch margins. 7 page maximum. Be sure to proofread your paper for spelling/grammar/punctuation, orderly presentation of ideas, and clarity. 
